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The Signed Written Letters of
Imam al-Mahdi: A Close Reading

I Nizar al-Sunbul al-Qatefi

Translated by: Haidar Mazen

This research dissects the variety of ways. including signed written letters. in
which Ahlul-bait communicated with their followers (Shia) to teach them the
correct teachings of Islam. answer their questions. and solve their problems.

This research answers the following questions: What are the signed written
letters? What is their purpose? What are the different types of these letters?

Especially for Imam al-Mahdi’s signed written lettersc How were these letters

sent to the representatives of The Imam at that time? How were they then

delivered to the Shia? What was the type of font that was used in these letters?

E And How did the Shia at that time benefit from these letters to solve their
E‘ problems in sciences: society: jurisprudence. and many other subjects?
T
?L The research answers these questions using a clear and scientific method
3 by relying on the narrations by Ahlul-bait. the signed written letters by Imam
El al-Mahdic and the Shia scholars’ interpretations.
- The research also clarifies and explains these signed written letters and the
reason why they were issued to the Shia.
Y)Y
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Do Mahdis Exist?

I Sayyied Muhammad Hussain al-Ameedi

Translated by: Haidar Mazen

This research discusses the approaches in the history of prophecies. God’s approach
in sending prophets and messengers is well-known to most of the ones who wait for
a prophet or a reformer. This divine knowledge and approach runs the same way in
the emergence of the bad people. For example« Jesus Christ reported of claimants after

him. Prophet Muhammad. on the other hand. gave some characteristics to identify the

claimants who will come after him. He did this so that people can distinguish the good
people (and follow them) from the bad ones (and stay away from them).

Moreover: one of the most divine approaches in accepting truth and denying
falsehood is the transference of prophethood or imamate from the previous (prophet
or imam) to the subsequent. This is a clear approach that is not found in Ahmed
Ismail Gataa who claims imamate. infallibility. and representation of Imam Mahdi.
Gataa used the narration of the recommendation which comes from a faulty source.

He also uses it incorrectly because the narration clearly states the direct transference of
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Imam Mahdi to the one following him. Gatee tried also to use his dreams as a way for
proving his prophecy. but unfortunately. dreams do not offer any reliability or proof
in religion as well as the inability to identify the person in the dream because he has

not lived with Imam Mahdi.
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The Human Propensity

to The Savior

I Shaikh Nazeeh Mohiuddeen

Translated by: Haidar Mazen

This research sheds the light on a certain group of people that denies the belief in
“Mahdism” (the idea of The Mahdi) and claims religiosity even though it believes in
fantasies and non-scientific assumptions. The research will discuss the contradiction
that this group has and prove that the belief in al-Mahdi is not only an Islamic doctrine
but rather it is a human propensity. Mahdism is not the result of the pressures of

life and failure in achieving goals. but it is a natural human tendency. Therefore. the

research argues that the idea of The Savior is a universal idea that was enshrined in
all true religions across history. It is not a new idea that was born out of desperation;

rather it is part of the divine scriptures and it exists in the popular and non-popular

E religions.

jé' In Zoroastrianism and some Indian beliefs. for example. many texts indicated the

?L presence of the idea of a savior. and that it existed. The research has some excerpts

z

j’q' that prove this idea. As for the Chinese and the Confucian beliefs. they also believe in

En“ the idea of salvation and the inevitability of the existence of a savior in the long run.

% Moreover. the research discusses in detail the idea of the global reformer in the
Jewish religion. The research brings many passages from The Bible that clearly shows
the idea of salvation and awaiting for a savior.

vyo Ultimately. the research discusses Mahdism in Christianity and then concludes that

all human religions tend to have this human propensity to The Savior.
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Seeing Imam Mahdi:

The Possibility and Prevention

I Sayyed Mahmood al-Mukaddas al-Gurayfi

Translated by: Haidar Mazen

This research discusses the possibility of seeing Imam Mahdi with the designation of the
Imam as a person: because as it is recognized that the absence of the Imam is not an absence
of his person but an absence of his identity. Therefore. without any doubt. Imam Mahdi lives
among us and knows us and we see him without knowing it.

On other hand. seeing Imam Mahdi by identifying and recognizing his person with
assertion and certainty is no one’s claim. despite the large number of claimants that refer to
seeing him this way.

The research discusses textual evidence by the representative of Imam Mahdi during his

minor occultation. al-Samari. along with Shia scholars’ opinions in this field that confirm the

forbiddance for anyone of seeing Imam Mahdi by identifying and recognizing his person with
assertion and certainty.

The research then discusses the situation of a number of people who've been said that
they’'ve met Imam Mahdi like Sayyed Bahr al-Uloom and al-Mukaddas al-Ardabeeli. The
research then describes this as an incomplete narration of what has happened with them and
what has been said about them.

The research sheds light on more topics such as:

Proving the existence and birth of Imam Mahdi in the year Y00 (A.H.) and how it needs

no evidence and clues of this kind. There are many more logical and textual evidence for this
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matter.
The Imam’s absence does not prevent him. in turn. from reform in society and religion
The view of some scholars on the difference between visioning and seeing The Imam
The doctrine of Mahdism. visioning him. and the consequences
Then the research concludes with the result that seeing Imam al-Mahdi in this world is

possible. but proving the seeing of his person with assertion and certainty is impossible).
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The Mahdi is from
The Progeny of Ahl-alBait

I Shaikh Khalid al-Baghdadi

Translated by: Haidar Mazen

This research examines the progeny of Prophet Muhammad
for the purpose of knowing The Mahdi. The research cites a lot
of textual evidence (recorded by Muslims from all sects) that

reveals the true progeny of The Prophet. This research defines this

vocabulary (al-Etra) that the offspring of Prophet Muhammad is
his family from the first Imam. The Commander of the Faithful

(Ali bin Abi-Talib) to the last Imam. Muhammad al-Mahdi.

|
i
n

The research highlights much of what senior Muslim scholars

j
53 have said praising each member of this progeny. By citing an
i ample number of texts by Sunni Muslim scholars. the research.
é finally. proves the birth of The Mahdi and addresses a number of
genealogists’ sayings that confirm his birth.
¥4
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Mahdism in The Humanitarian: Innate.
and Cultural Thought - Assimilation
and Objectives

I Murtadha Al al-Hilli

Translated by: Haidar Mazen

This research discusses the idea that the doctrine and belief in Mahdism
carries an energy that is latent and full in its innate. cultural. and religious
structure that you can see across an entire system of emotional and
ideological influences between believers and non-believers. Soc Mahdism

is a general human culture that carries awareness and renewal within

the global project of reform in terms of its intellectual approach. This

approach. despite the tension and social scramble. (will finally) be offered

E to humanity as a complete project that can solve human state. religious.

ﬁa and social problems. Therefore. it will oblige us to move toward a new

Eg cultural orientation that is based on correcting people’sc nations’« and

E individuals’ culture in order to accept this divine project. This is what

i: we think is going to happen in the future through the hands of Imam
al-Mahdi. He will fill the earth with equity and justice just as it had been
filled with oppression and injustice.
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Wahhabism Between The Mahdi
and The Deceiving Messiah

I Shaikh Abdulhameed al-Jaf

Translated by: Haidar Mazen

This research discusses the uncertainty of the idea of al-Mahdi for Wahhabis
and their Sunni followers. Although the birth of Imam al-Mahdi was evident in
numerous texts across history and was proven by many scholars and genealogists.
Wahhabis and their followers had different views on his death or occultation. They:
for example. do not accept the fact of his absence or long age. If this shows something:

then it shows their contradiction because they proved the absence:. the long age. any

many other miracles and superpowers to The One-Eyed: The Deceiving Messiah.
In the first chapter. the researcher starts to expose the previous contradiction
of denying the absence of al-Mahdi for his long age and accepting this fact for The
One-Eyed. The Deceiving Messiah.
In the second chapter. the researcher focuses on the everlasting conflict between
the good and the evil and how there should be a balance in this world between the
two powers.

In the third chapter. the researcher proves the birth of Imam al-Mahdi as the
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last Imam of the twelve Shia Imams after proving the need of a representative of
God on Earth (an Imam) at all times. The researcher then shows the inability of
Wahhabis and their followers to understand and interpret the meaning of Prophet
VYY | Muhammads Hadeeth that heralded the coming of twelve successors/ caliphates

after him. and the last of them being al-Mahdi.
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The Doctrine of Mahdism in Light of The
Philosophy of History and Its Approaches

I Lateef Abdal-Nabi Yunis

Translated by: Haidar Mazen

This research explains the difference between the science of history and the philosophy
of history. The science of history is the record for the events. characters. and nations.
The philosophy of history is the analysis of the historical events and the knowledge of
the similarities among civilizations. The research also explains the different approaches
in the science of history. which are called the historic approaches. As for the religious
history« it is the history of the prophets. their successors. and the righteous people who
were in constant conflict with polytheism.

The historical approaches. regardless of the number of yearsc emphasize the

inevitability of victory for the line of believers in the oneness of God.

The belief in Mahdism represents the final form of Islam. The belief in Mahdism is
linked with the science of history through texts and narrations. It is also linked with the
philosophy of history through its approaches as the fourteen infallibles have confirmed
in their narrations that Imam Mahdi resembles the former Prophets.

The research also discusses the last three books published in the last decade about
the form of the new global system after The United States has led the world by its liberal
system. which they think it is the last political and economic form for humanity.

The research also discusses the theory by Sayyed Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr which

explains that the elements of society are of quaternary compound. And what is added
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to man. nature. and the relationship between them is a forth element. which is God
Almighty.

While the triple compound (the one lacking the presences of God) causes the spread
of injustice and corruption according to Fukuyama in his book The Great Disruption:
VY0 | Human Nature and the Reconstitution of Social Order. the belief in Mahdism is the best

solution to the problems of mankind.
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The Awaited Mahdi
in The Holy Quran

I Abdulzahra Turki al-Fatlawi

Translated by: Haidar Mazen

This research discusses Imam al-Mahdi in The Holy Quran. The research has come up with the
following conclusions:

The Holy Quran is an absolute truth that is agreed upon between Muslims. Its text is a miracle that
cannot be replicated or refuted.

The Holy Quran predicted future events that will occur before the Day of Resurrection. Some of
these events include: the appearance of an animal from Earth that speaks with people; the descent of
Prophet Jesus from The Heavens; the resurrection of some dead people; the rise of the sun from the

West; the emergence of a big smoke that covers the whole Earth; a call in the skies; an eclipse in one

part of the world; and the entry of hordes of believers to save Jerusalem from the Jews.

The Holy Quran predicted the victory of the religion of Islam. Ultimately it will be the only religion
that will cover the entire planet as it will create a world possessing highly desirable and perfect qualities.

The leader of this world must have characteristics of being able to build a virtuous civilization. The
Holy Quran revealed that this leadership (Imamate) is confined to the offspring of Prophet Ibrahim.
From this family. an elite group was chosen by God based on its qualities.

The Mahdi is not explicitly mentioned by name in the Holy Quran. however. scholars and
interpreters know the verses that have references to The Mahdi.

The divine revelation may communicate with human beings. other than Prophets. as it happened
with the apostles of Jesus Christ and the mother of Prophet Moses. Therefore. it is obviously possible

that this revelation communicates with the Savior who God assigns to lead the entire world.
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Some supernatural abilities God has given to some of his creatures like “the one who has some
knowledge of the book” (the one who brought Queen of Sheba’s throne to King Solomon). Therefore:
it is possible that this power is given to the Savior that God assigns to defeat evil. destroy darkness. and
enlightens people by setting up a virtuous world.

Y'YV The belief in “the unseen” is a characteristic of a Muslim. The Mahdi is from “the unseen” which
was proven by The Holy Qur’an.
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Summarizing The Book of ‘al-Ghayba’ On
The Occultation of The Twelfth Imam by
Shaikh al-Tusi

I Abbas Ismaeel Zadah

Translated by: Haidar Mazen

This research summarizes the book of ‘al-Ghayba’ On The Occultation of The Twelfth
ImKXm by Shaikh al-Tusi. Despite the fact that numerous books have been written on
Mahdism and many authors discussed the issues surrounding Imam Mahdi. however.
among this vast amount of literature. the book: ‘al-Ghayba’ On The Occultation of The
Twelfth ImXm by Shaikh al-Tusic proves the existence of Imam Mahdi and the concept of

“occultation” and “reappearance” by providing logical and textual evidence.

This research addresses the definition of this book: its theme. descriptions: the reason
why it was written. and the place and time of its writing. Then the research discusses
the importance of the book and its scientific value in the treatment of the “occultation”
and “reappearance” of the Imam. Then it exposes both the mentioned and unmentioned
sources that Shaikh al-Tusi has used.

Moreover: the research examines the scholars that narrated the Hadeeth that Shaikh

al-Tusi referred to in his book.
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Ultimately. the research mentions some beneficial and side information about
Mahdism giving a

comprehensive and detailed definition of Mahdism.
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Vision of The Reappearance

I Shaikh Saffah Sagban al-Jabiri

Translated by: Haidar Mazen

This research discusses three important factors for approaching the achievement of
justice in the world. These factors are: (1) the everlasting hope in the conscience of man
to change for the better. (2) the despair of finding solutions to the constant humanistic
problems across history. and (3) the promise of God to bring a Savior to humankind.

The research also divides those who wait for the Savior into three groups. The first
of the groups are the peoples of the world. These people love for justice to dominate the
world. They are the ones who lost hope in all the regimes and governments that used fake

slogans and worthless propaganda that had no real value in reality. These groups are either

the poor peoples of the word (and they make the majority) or the middle class hoping to
achieve justice and live peacefully in a world free from oppression and unfairness.

The second group is the general Muslims who believe in the fundamentals of religion.
which are harmonious to their pure innate nature. They are the ones who have found their
leaders misleading them by their actions that contradict what Prophet Muhammad have
taught them. Because of this contradiction and the fact that the Prophet has talked about
The Mahdi in his lifetime. these Muslims wait for their Savior.

The third group is the Shia. Some of them are in haste for the reappearance of al-Mah-
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dic but they get easily drawn to deviant religious streams. Another group of the Shia enjoy
their life too much to the extent that they lose the true belief of waiting for their Savior.
Although there is another group of Shia who do not know what supreme spiritual leader
to follow. there is one unique group who set their priorities. They are the true ones who

await their Savior every single day and night.
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