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Fixed and Variable in Mahdism
(Episode 1)

I Sayed Ahmad Al-Eshkawary

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

This study aims at comprehending ideological aspects of Mahdism. It begins with
a comprehensive introduction about the most significant features of divine religion
compared to earthly religion. Later, it moves to clarify the range of flexibility a
divine religion enjoys, without damaging the core of its identity.

In general, the paper is constructed through five points.

Firstly, Mahdism is a matter of Occultation and undergoes its features.

Secondly, the intellectual loss some researchers suffer in this area of study is
also encountered.

Thirdly, this study investigates the fixed aspects of Mahdism and whether it
is an intellectual or ideological matter. It also analyzes the possibility of substituting
these fixed aspects with any alternative.

Fourthly, this research sheds light on the intellectual failures and
investigation  shortcomings Mahdism has  undergone.

Fifthly, it strives to analyze the ideologically fixed aspects in Mahdism.

Afterwards, the study moves to include an understanding of Occultation
through analytical tools of certain schools. These schools include Obstructionism,
Unrestrainedness trend, Eclecticism, Marginalizationism, Tangible Occultation,
Receptive Occultation, and Abstractionism.

Finally, this research moves to investigate Mahdism through certain

ideological concepts, like divine characteristics, prophethood, and Occultation.
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The Legitimacy of Ruling Systems
prior to the Debut of Imam Al-Mahdi
(P.B.U.H)

I Sheikh Mushtaq Al-Saedy

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

There has been an unsolved debate about a common understanding
that any state which would be, or is established before the Debut of Imam Al-
Mahdi is a deceiving and false system. Thus, any system or revolution would
be invalid, since it is deprived of the common understandings of Islamic
instructions, as believed.

On the other side, this silence and acceptance of oppression clashes
with for-granted Islamic beliefs, especially Promotion of Virtue and Prevention
of Vice, establishing God»s limits, defending the rights of the oppressed, and
carrying out jurisprudential instructions. In other words, these ordinances
cannot be applied unless there is a fertile ground prepared by a legitimate
Islamic government before the Debut of Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.UH).

How is, therefore, this issue handled? What is meant by State? Is
there a prevention from founding a religious government during the Major
Occultation? And what is our mission towards this state?

Accordingly, this research is divided into two parts: a. analyzing
narrations about the prevention from establishing such a state; b. analyzing the

issue of inability of establishing a state.
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The Celestial Shout:
A Factual Study

I Sheikh Husain Al-Asady

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The subject of Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H) is a pivotal matter to all intellectual
fields, conquering a central position in various studies.

The great account of narrations that reached to us paved the way to a better
understanding of the day of the holy Debut. The signs of Debut are central to
identifying the Promised Day. Among these inevitable signs is the Celestial
Shout, after which, the holy Debut shall take place.

There are various descriptions of the Celestial Shout, such as its source being
from the sky by Gabriel, or it shall reach to every living ear in a frightening
mannet, to the extent that even a decent virgin girl shall rise in fear, or it will
disturb a deep sleep. Its distinct feature is that it will be understood by all
humans without the need of interpretation.

The query might rise about the last point that how might humans perceive
its meaning at once? Is it a special kind of language? Will the humans of the
time be so developed that they understand any language without any assisting
interpretation? Shall this communication be a sort of divine miracle?

Thus, this research studies all the possible answers that are related to these

queries.
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The Signs of the Debut:
A Study of Symbolism

I Sheikh Adnan Al-Hasany Al-Romaithy

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

This research attempts to apply semiotics theories on the signs of the Debut
in the light of historical-religious orientations. As a matter of fact, these signs
correspond objectively with the field of semiotics, linguistically and historical-
ly. Moreover, the philosophy of history holds the reign in semiotics, since there
is a historical link of understanding between the sign and its perceiver.

In this study, the researcher tends to shed light on the semantic side of the
sign. Afterwards, he covers the importance of signs in the life of human beings
religiously and intellectually.

The study also justifies the fact that the signs of the Debut yield to certain
elements: textual and contextual. These elements, in fact, represent conceptual
vitality, not present in traditional studies which seek only the understanding of
icon, symbol, and image. The aspirational side of this research is represented
in various sides:

1. Religious elements; 2. Occult elements; 3. Historical elements; and 4.
Personal elements.

This research also encounters the traditional sides of semiotics as:

5. Contextual elements; 6. Textual elements; and 7. Pragmatic elements.

In the practical side of the research, the researcher tackles the historical
aspects of the signs of the Debut, particularly the «triangular system». This tri-
angular system (Al-Yamany, Al-Korasany, and Al-Sofiany) undergoes specific
rules and order. The researcher also strives to look for semiotic and historical

justifications of this system.
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Humanity Inevitably Heading Towards

Awaiting

I Sheikh Muhammad Al-Sanad

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The concept of the Promised Land by Imam Al-Mahdi is not
confined to Muslim writers. In fact, several global thinkers have
recorded respectable ideas in this regard.

Therefore, this research studies those scholars’ opinions, as
well as the concept of awaiting. Moreover, it clarifies the impor-
tance of this concept as a cornerstone of the identity of any follow-
er of Imam Al-Mahdi and Ahlulbait (P.B.U.T).

This study also investigates the concept of “justice” and its
tangible outcome in the society. The belief in Imam Al-Mahdi is a
stimulus to complete the path of moral and intellectual perfection.

Thus, this perfection is impossible without an obvious justi-

fication of that path and its purposes.
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A Study of Al-Shifa» Wa Al-Jala> Fi Al-Gaiba

by Abu Abas Ahmad bin Ali Al-Razi Al-Eiadi

(A Fourth Century Figure)

I Shekh Amer Al-Jaberi

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The subject of the Occultation of Imam Al-Mahdi has been conquering the mind of
various scholars since the 4th century (A.H). The heated debates have been a result of the
numerous writings of the scholars concerning this subject at that time; yet unfortunately,
a great majority of those works were lost due to the oppressive regimes of the time.

Sheikh Abu Abas Ahmad bin Ali Al-Razi Al-Eiadi was one of the prominent scholars
who lived in the 4th century (A.H). He was from Ray, one of the greatest Islamic cities at
that time. It was also the capital of Rukn Al-Dawla Al-Bowaihi.

As a matter of fact, Sheikh Al-Eiadi was one of the first scholars who encountered the
issue of the Occultation of Imam Al-Mahdi. He wrote Al-Shifa Wa Al-Jala’ Fi Al-Gaiba.
Although this book was lost, sheikh Al-Toosi saved a great account of the book’s narra-
tions.

This research, in essence, strives to extract those narrations from Al-Gaiba by sheikh
Al-Toosi, as an attempt of reviving sheikh Al-Eiadi’s book.

As an initiating step, the biography of sheikh Al-Eiadi may be tackled, leading also to
another critical factor. In fact, he was accused of over-exaggeration concerning the status
of Ahlulbait. Another obstacle is that there is only a very short biographical account about
this author.

Accordingly, in order to overcome this challenge, this research attempts to study the
biography of the author through perceiving the nature of the narrated Hadiths in his
book. In this process, various biographical aspects of his life would be revealed, such as
the historical context of his life, his masters, pupils, and belief. Moreover, this process
would be a shield against all the false accusations.

In this respect, this research is divided into two parts: a. encountering the biog-
raphy of Ahmad bin Ali Al-Razi Al-Eiadi; b. a study of the text of Al-Shifa Wa Al-Jala’
extracted from sheikh Al-Toosis Al-Gaiba.
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The Savior in Christianity

I Ali Al-Sheikh (PhD)

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

Carrying out a comprehensive perusal of the concept of the “sav-
ior” in Christianity in general and in the New Testament in particular
would reveal that there is a clear correspondence between Christianity
and Shiism, concerning this concept. Going deeper in this study, the
researcher might also find similarities in the details of this concept, as
the sudden appearance and purifying the globe, as well as other events
that justify the unity of all divine religions in accepting the concept of
the savior.

In this regard, this research strives to shed light on this understand-
ing in Christianity, proving the fact that the concept of the savior is a

common understanding among all divine religions.
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The Birth of Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H):
An Inevitable Fact
(Part 1)

I Sheikh Hameed Al-Wasely

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

This research studies the evidences that prove the birth of Imam
Al-Mahdi (PB.U.H) and that he is the only rightful heir of Imam Al-Askary
(P.B.U.H). As a matter of fact, the birth of the Twelfth Imam is a fundamental
Islamic aspect.

This research studies the available historical and Islamic evidences
concerning the birth of Imam Al-Mahdi, through a number of points, such
as a perusal of the historical method and historical context of the time. The
oppressing socio-historical context of that time resulted in concealing a huge
Islamic heritage of narrations about Imam Al-Mahdi. It also studies the types
of forgery that dominated historical methodologies and its direct effect on the
events of the birth of Imam Al-Mahdi.

This study also covers the narrations about the birth of Imam Al-Mah-

di, their narrators, and their validity.
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Theism and Atheism between Awaiting

and Despair

I Sheikh Hasan Al-Kashany

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

There is a query that has been posed since ever: what is the use of
promising the Debut of Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H) and founding a divine
throne on earth? What is the use of waiting for this state? And why is there
such insistence on declaring that the consequences shall be on piety’s side?

As a matter of fact, there is a set of anxieties that traps a man of God
in his life from time to time. The bright side is that all these anxieties can be
defused with the concept of “awaiting”, and hope in a better future.

Those problems might be:

1. Public atheism.

2. Secularism and concealed atheism, a belief in the shortcoming of div-
ing laws in ruling earthly life.

3. Functional inactivity of life.

4. Desperation.

5. Yielding to injustice.

These critical aspects may lead a straight person astray and transform him/
her from piety into atheism and public agitation against divinity.

All these issues have been dealt with through the concept of “awaiting”

and the promised land.
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Intellecual Position of the Denier of

Imam Al-Mahdi’s Narrations

I Sayed Ali Al-Musawy Al-Nasery

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

This research studies one forged issue that the Hadiths narrated about
Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H) are not mentioned in the primary sources of Mus-
lims, as Sahih Muslim and Sahih Al-Bokary, leading the path to denying the
concept of the Promised Savior.

The founder of this issue is Ibn Koldun, as an attempt of denying the
existence of Imam AL-Mahdi (P.B.UH), followed by others.

This study tends to shed light on the fact that Sahih Muslim and Al-
Bokary have mentioned the concept of the Promised Mahdi partially, while
they have deliberately neglected a great majority of narrations in this regard,
which are considered “correct” according to their conditions.

Thus, there is a biographical study of Al-Bokary and his book in this
research, focusing on the forgery his book has undergone, regarding divine
gifts bestowed upon Ahlulbait (P.B.U.T).

This paper moves, afterwards, to a biographical perusal of Muslim bin
Al-Hajaj and his book, reaching to the real reason, then, of neglecting the con-
cept of the Promised Mahdi. It also highlights the places where Imam Al-Mah-
di has been referred to in these two sources. Moreover, the paper analyzes the
reasons of the forgery these two books have undergone in recent copies.

Finally, the research highlights a set of narrations about Imam Al-Mah-

di (P.B.UH), which are “correct” according to both authors’ conditions.
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Ideological Instability in the Time of

Occultation: Reasons and Findings

I Skeikh Maher Al-Hajaj

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The followers of Ahlulbait have been going through difficult
tests since the birth of Imam Al-Mahdi and his disappearance, for not
being able to meet him directly. On the other hand, the deniers have
been insistently opposing this belief by creating certain intellectual
fallacies about the concept of the Promised Mahdi, like the impossi-
bility of his birth or survival throughout all these centuries.

Accordingly, the followers of Ahlulbait must be totally armed
intellectually, in order not to fall in those traps. As a matter of fact,
there are both internal traps, like shakable belief , inexperience, na-
iveness, and love of worldly life, and external traps like intellectually
polluted circumstances, false claimers, and lack of guiders.

Thus, honest believers must take advantage of these chaotic
circumstances and employ them on their behalf, with the assistance

of experienced honest leaders.
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