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Genesios, On the Reigns of the Emperors: introduction, translation,
and commentary (Canberra: Australian Association for Byzantine
Studies, 1998 = Byzantina Australiensia vol. 11). 82

t eI el
Under the leadership of Amer, the ruler of Melitene, the impious
Ishmaelites raided the land of the Romans. The Emperor did not want
to sit by idly, and pretended to possess a manly and active disposition.
Hence he marched with his army to Samosata, an Ishmaelite city. He
laid siege to it for three days, but on Sunday he arranged for a
Christian service, desiring to partake of the bloodless communion. But
at that very moment the Agarenoi suddenly threw open their gates,
sallied forth, and easily routed the Emperor. Their success was so
complete that they cap-tured his tent and all his supplies. The Emperor
himself barely managed to survive.
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